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One of Posey’s Publications Located

Long-time readers of USMNEWS.net are well aware of the dubious claim made (on the USM website) by
the Morgan Distinguished Professor of Accounting Roderick Posey to have “more than 100” publications on
accounting-related topics. Since Posey’s claim was made public, USMNEWS.net reporters have been able
to locate only one or two of Posey’s publications. One of these is his 2006 paper entitled “Computer
Security Checklist for Non-Security Technology Professionals.” This paper was published in the Journal of
International Technology and Information Management, which is edited by the CoB’s own Chang-Tsch Hsich, the
McCarty Distinguished Professor of Information Systems.

Roderick Posey Chang-Tseh Hsieh

Now, several months later, USMNEWS.net reporters are happy to report that another one of Posey’s
publications has been located. This one is a 1989 article entitled “Publication Activity of AACSB Accredited
Accounting Programs,” at it was published in The Accounting Educators’ Journal. — Though many
USMNEWS .net readers will be happy to see that some progress is being made in the hunt for Posey’s
research output, it is disturbing to note that neither of these two publications is about accounting per se. As

)

such, Posey should not be credited for cither one given the CoB’s “in your field” publishing constraint.

Google Scholar Revisits Accounting

It has been a few months since we examined Google Scholar cites in the CoB’s accounting department. We
revisit the accountants’ Google Scholar citations in Table 1 below.

Table 1
Google Scholar Cites in ACC
Rank Name Position GS Cites

1 Jordan, Charles Professor 48
2 Clark, Stanley Professor 24
3 DePree, Marc Professor 23
4 Smith, Robert Associate Professor 15
5 Pate, Gwen Associate Professor 2
6 Henderson, James Associate Professor 1
7 Anderson, Mary Assistant Professor 0

Jackson, Steven Associate Professor 0

Parker, Paula Diane Assistant Professor 0

Posey, Roderick J.J. Morgan Distinguished Professor 0



As Table 1 indicates, Charles Jordan leads the GS cites race in accounting, followed by Stanley Clark and
Marc DePree, who are locked in a very close race. About 40% of the CoB’s accountants do not have any
cited work, while 50% of the group has failed to garner more than one GS cite. Fortunately for the CoB,
Jordan, Clark and DePree have been cited enough to produce a GS citations of average of 11.3 for the
accountants. That figure should be enough to address any concerns an accrediting agency like AACSB might
ever have.

Just a Spoonful of Henderson Remaining

As stories about associate professor of accounting James Henderson’s imminent retirement continue to
circulate, this issue of CoB News takes a closer look at Henderson’s most recent publication — a 2006
article in the journal of College Teaching & Learning entitled “A Spoonful of Humor Helps the Lecture Go
Down.”
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A Spoonful Of Humor Helps
The Lecture Go Down

James B Hends E-guail: bealhends . University of Southern Mississippi

ABSTRACT

The goal of every teacher s fo commect with his or her audence. Humor hat a way of disarming the
listerser and opening yp linet ql’r.nwuu catfon. The purpase of this paper is fo ghe Jor
g wa 5 of inmar i the lecare. Laughter i nae ouly the besr
midicine, but does nas regu .umpm riprion.

INTRODUCTION

et noted scholar Cyndi Lauper once sdmonsshed the world tuar “giels just waet 1o bave fan”. 1 think a

/¢ thorough smdy of the concepe of the idea would prove that not cnly garls, bat guys also want o have fun
. Dhuring the darkest hours of the Civil War Abraham Lncoln brought hus cabanet together 1o read 1o them
ftom 2 book of humor Sensing their puzzlement, if not 2 lack of respect for his acticns, he singly stazed “Gentlemen.
why don't you Laugh? 16T didd not Laugh T should die and you need thet medieme 3 much a5 T do.~

Al a recent Ememy wibane to Jobmy Carson. David Leterman sand thar for four decades Jobumy made us
Laagh, ot ouly 31 ourselves, but at the dafficult simations that exasted m the world, Accerding to Lefieman, Johray
made us o 1o bed each night feeling 3 linle bener abeut our own day to day smapgles

BENEFITS OF HUMOK

Hospatals bave found that bumor bas 2 healing and pain reducmng offect oo patients, Patients given the
chane to wif admenister pan medicin with 3 simple use of 3 button wed less of they were langhing of watchang
bamorous videos. Dr. William vy bas condvcied kaboratory snadies that bave shown that minhful Luaghtes affects
most, it mot all of the majer pirysiolopical systems of the human body. He stases that “rvesiry seccnds of paffrwing
gaves the beast the sane workowt as theee sunstes of hard sowang™.  Lawghter bas a cleansang effect on the body,
removayg basmful toxns and attbudes that permmate wnide us and eventually will destroy us bit by b

Tt wotld sppear that bumor s healthy o, s they say “laughter u the best medscene”, Bant that 14 not true for
accousnants, Accoustans are conservanive, if not neganve bumans who always recogneze the bad while delaying amy
recogmition of the pood untl absolutely forced. 1t o said that sudsiors have no sense of humor. no emotsons, no beart
and Sortmately. no abihty to reproduce resulting m then eventual extmetion. 1f Lmeoln thought humor was mpertant
dhurig hrs trymg temes m office. then doesa't 18 stand to peason 1t 15 pecessary i the difficult busmess world that exists
today? Donald Trump, a somewhat sucoessfil entrepreneus, recently won mational smgmyg contest by recreatmg Eddie
Albert’s role m the well known duer theme song of the old Green Acres selevision show. Will thas quate humogous
anempt of My Tnamp to delve mto the musical woeld muke ham 3 weakes target m Funare bossd room pepotianons?
Thus writer 1 nat mclmed to thank so

The mtent of s artiche is not 10 encourage svery accountant to become Laurel and Hardy. It is simply not
practcal, nor could mamy accomplish the fear. But r it “velevant”™ for accountants 1o lighten up?  Must accountants
maintan the siff, enanmated 3nd boring imapge 35 seen and mocked oo every award shavw (Miss America, the Oscars,
Miss Universe, the Emumys, etc )7

This article is simply a commentary on the use of humor in the classroom, and, as such, it does not even
include a references section. (The first page of Henderson’s article is inserted above, while the last page of
the article is inserted below). USMNEWS.net readers will recall that a recent scandal in the CoB resulted
from Henderson’s behavior. Thus, with a December 2008 retirement looming for Henderson, this section
of CoB News, 28 October 2008 shows just how little he will be missed.



http://www.usmnews.net/Fore_Fouls%5B1%5D.pdf
http://www.usmnews.net/O.B..pdf
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there were people talking, homs blowmg, brakes squealing and jack hammers pounding. “You can't hear a enicket™
hus friend sard. “DBus I can™ be replied as he crossed the street and dug mio a flower pot to reveal a cicket. His frend
was anared and waid you Native Americans must have cuper human heanng “No™ he answered 2c be ook 3 quarter
from lus pockes. He then dropped dhe com 1 the sidewalk and it made the clinking sound we all recogaze. It was as
if someone said “E. F. Humon says” becanse all the passersby on the crowded sidewalk nimed to look. The Mative
American told his friend that too many people listen for money while be preferred 10 listen for birds, crickets and
other sounds of nanwre, We need 10 train our snadents, not only to think “conservatvely in accounting”, but 1o be more
pleasant to be around nd to look for ways to make others smle.

But I can’t tell a yoke of make fiun of me 18 the thought of many readers at this powt. But you can post a joke
or cancon 3 day on your door. Snedents wall come by yust 1o see them and will even bring them 1o you m the finare.
Thus will maurally increase the commumcation hnes between professar and student and will provade teaching and
counseling momemns. that would not have otherwise been available This writer i aware of one psychologist who
filled her waiting room with Far Side books to put prospective patients at ease [ personally copied this practice when
serving as vice-president of a magor wmversity. My conversatons wath buaness people, stafl. adnamstrators and
faculty always began more pleasamly and productively if my visitors had nme 1o read ar least a few pages of the
warped humeor of Far Sude.

The mam purpose of tus paper has been 1o extol the benefits of humor n the classroom as 2 means of
improving comnmncations and making the leaming process mare enjoyable and profitable for the smdens, Perhaps
e greatest benefit conues to the professor hameelf Bull Musray af the end of the movie A Chastoaas Carol gave an
mpassoned dicourse praismg the benefits of domg good for others, not just at Cluistras but all vear long. He sasd
thiat it gaves you a feeling that you will crave and want twelve months of the year, This writer believes that humor
provades 3 simalar “warm furzy” 1o the professor thar wall make ks hfe neher. filler and more rewardmg.

CONCLUSION

In closing. thas wriser would like to relate a personal expenence shared with another professor. [ 'was nakang
2 presentation to the entire student body of 3,500 at a fomser unversity and was wiing an overhesd projectos to help
commumcate wath the andence. 1 had enlisted a fellow grofessor 1o handle the diplay of overheads m the center of
the anditorium. The professer had been told to bonch the job miserably which he sccomplithed admirably. After thres
failed atternpts to properly place the overhead on the projector, [ acked the audience if there was awyone who ke
how to properly operate this machme. Previously 1 had asked another professor, affectonasely knovwn 1o the smadenss.
s “Overhead Fred™ because of has liberal use of overheads m his lecnures, of he would be willing to operate the
averhead progector for me. As [ hegped for help. Fred jumped to hus feet and smd he could operate the machme. As
hie pnade his way to the projector the student body began 10 applaud. As he grew closer, the nowse grew louder. He
dramatically remaved the overhead and properly placed it 25 the andience rose to its fiet in 3 thunderous roas. As
Fred made his vav back to hic ceat, T saad thanks for manming the overhead Fred Thes was the firet public use of thae
affectionate bus quite private mickname. My fear of having offended him vanished when be approached me later
the week. He siud be bad ed from that wor e be had from Gfteen years
ofteaching. He and I wenr on 1o do numerows presentanons m the furure and nry respect for im grew deeper.

As the commercial en TV seates, we don’t make the product. we nuke 1t bemer, swonger. premer, bnghter,
et Humor doesn't make the professor. it makes him bemer, happier, moce spproachable and more fulfilled 1
challenge each of vou to wy this sumple acuon. The nexs nme you complese a becnwe, finish 2 diffiouli problem. o
make a major point, nam to vou stadents and say, “As James Brown would say ‘1 FEEL GOOD' " Then smile and
enjov the reactions of yous listeners.

Sources add that the inserts above, in addition to the other stories in this CoB News installment, also show
just how ridiculous the CoB accountants’ 2006-07 accreditation efforts actually were.



